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Iowa Finance Authority
Attn: I-Jobs Board of Directors
2015 Grand Avenue

Des Moines, IA 50312

Dear Board Members:

Please accept my endorsement for the Vinton Municipal Utility's application requesting
an I-Jobs grant for a new permanent demountable flood wall. I am very comfortable
recommending Vinton's electric utility as I have watched their proactive efforts to
provide electric service prior to the flood and their heroic efforts during and after.

The devastation Vinton and their utility suffered, during the flood of 2008, can be
mitigated dramatically by the insertion ofthe permanent demountable floodwall they are
requesting funds for. I wish you could have been present to witness the heroism that
happened here in Vinton during the flood and is still happening during the recovery. It is
truly inspiring, but we don't want to do it again. The strong leadership and positive
attitude of the people of Vinton should set standards for individuals and other
communities to follow. In that same light, they are showing strong leadership by putting
in place hazard safeguards that will protect the utility and their people, now and into the
future from a similar catastrophe.

Please give the Vinton Municipal Utility's I-Jobs grant application your full
consideration.

Respectfully submitted,

Dawn Pettengill
State Representative



BENTON COUNTY

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Courthouse, P.O. Box 549, Vinton, IA 52349

July 28, 2009

To Whom It May Concern:

319-472-4869

The Benton County Board of Supervisors would like to offer their support to the I-Jobs
grant being applied for by the Vinton Municipal Electric Utility (VMEU). It is our
understanding that VMEU is requesting I-Jobs funding to help with the purchase of a
floodwall, which will provide protection to various county-owned facilities.

Benton County suffered damage totaling in the millions during the June 2008 flood. The
largest facility loss was our law enforcement center, including our jail and
communications center. The cost to replace the center, as well as the equipment, alone
will far exceed six million dollars.

The flood wall being proposed will help provide protection to critical facilities, allowing
Benton County to continue to provide safety to the public during disasters such as the
2008 flood.

The Board of Supervisors requests that you fund the VMEU's application so that the
thousands of residents in Benton County can continue to be protected should another
flood like 2008 ever occur.

;p~~
David H. Vermedahl, Chairman
Benton County Board of Supervisors



The Fondly Friendly Conlnillnity
P.O. Box 529, 110 West 3rd Street, Vinton, Iowa 52349

Phone 319/472-4707 Fax 319/472-4456

July 30, 2009

To Whom It May Concern:

I would like to pledge support to the Vinton Municipal Electric Utility in their grant application
to I-Jobs. This funding will help purchase a flood wall. This flood wall will give protection to
the City's fire station, electric generation plant and line distribution plant. These facilities
provide essential services for the City of Vinton and for Benton County.

This flood wall would prevent another devastation that Vinton witnessed with the June 2008
flood.

Again, 1 support Vinton Municipal Electric Utiltiy's I-Jobs grant application.

s,incerelY't1)d~~ats~V Mayor



We, the undersigned, as government entities, residents &
businesses located in the City of Vinton, do hereby pledge our
support in favor of the construction of a permanent demountable
floodwall. Said floodwall will protect vital community assets
like the city's electric generation and distribution, city fire
station, Benton County Law Enforcement Center, Benton County
Transportation and the Benton County Courthouse. These are all
essential entities that provide health, welfare and municipal
services in the City of Vinton and to Benton County.

Name Position or Title
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